Venous malformation in the posterior fossa: guidelines for treatment.
Venous malformations in the posterior fossa are relatively rare. Although the introduction of CT and MRI has made them easier to detect, their treatment is still controversial. Based on our experience with six patients and a review of the literature, we have tried to establish guidelines for their treatment. Since they have a benign natural course and may provide venous drainage in the posterior fossa, venous malformation found incidentally, unruptured venous malformation with nonhaemorrhagic complications, and those accompanied by small intracerebellar haematoma of less than 2 cm in diameter due to their rupture, should be treated conservatively unless they are associated with a coexistent malformation. Venous malformation with intracerebellar haematoma larger than 3 cm or reexpansion of the haematoma due to rebleeding should be treated surgically by evacuation of the haematoma. Resection of venous malformations in the posterior fossa should be restricted to cases in which the malformation is small and does not serve as a functional venous drainage route. Radiation therapy, including the "gamma-knife", may be a treatment of choice in the future.